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Aims: 

Ladymount Catholic Primary School believe that reading is a skill which is taught through 

planned, systematic phonics lessons which lead to the enjoyment of all kinds of books, 

focusing on developing pupil’s competence in both word reading and comprehension.  

• Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of 

unfamiliar printed words (decoding)  

• Speedy recognition of familiar printed words.  

• Understanding that letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words.  

• Develop the phonetic skills which leads to blending and reading fluently. 

• Knowing the relationships between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding 

of morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. 

• To equip children with the tools to analyse what they read. 

• To give children access to a wide range of fiction and information books. 

• To provide timely, targeted intervention (through differentiated activities and in-

class support) to support those who are progressing more slowly in acquiring reading 

skills. 

How is phonics taught at Ladymount? 

YEAR GROUPYEAR GROUPYEAR GROUPYEAR GROUP    HOW IS PHONICS BEING DELIVERED?HOW IS PHONICS BEING DELIVERED?HOW IS PHONICS BEING DELIVERED?HOW IS PHONICS BEING DELIVERED?    

    

F2F2F2F2    F2F2F2F2    follow thefollow thefollow thefollow the    Letters and Sounds (DFE, 2007), supported by the ‘Jolly Phonics’ Letters and Sounds (DFE, 2007), supported by the ‘Jolly Phonics’ Letters and Sounds (DFE, 2007), supported by the ‘Jolly Phonics’ Letters and Sounds (DFE, 2007), supported by the ‘Jolly Phonics’ 

Programme:Programme:Programme:Programme:    

    

Letters and Sounds (DFE, 2007) provides a framework and timetable for the 

systematic teaching pf phonics. 

 

Jolly Phonics is a fun and child centred approach to teaching literacy through 

synthetic phonics. With actions for each of the 42 letter sounds, the multi-

sensory method (songs, stories, pictures) is very motivating for children and 

teachers, who can see their students achieve. 

 

The five skills taught in Jolly PhonicsThe five skills taught in Jolly PhonicsThe five skills taught in Jolly PhonicsThe five skills taught in Jolly Phonics::::    

 

1.Learning the letter sounds1.Learning the letter sounds1.Learning the letter sounds1.Learning the letter sounds    

Children are taught the 42 main letter sounds. This includes alphabet sounds 

as well as digraphs such as sh, th, ai and ue. 

2.Learning letter formation2.Learning letter formation2.Learning letter formation2.Learning letter formation    

Using different multi-sensory methods, children learn how to form and write 

the letters. 

3.Blending3.Blending3.Blending3.Blending    

Children are taught how to blend the sounds together to read and write new 

words. 

4.Identifying the sounds in wor4.Identifying the sounds in wor4.Identifying the sounds in wor4.Identifying the sounds in words (Segmenting)ds (Segmenting)ds (Segmenting)ds (Segmenting)    

Listening for the sounds in words gives children the best start for improving 

spelling. 



5.Tricky words5.Tricky words5.Tricky words5.Tricky words    

Tricky words have irregular spellings and children learn these separately. 

 

Y1Y1Y1Y1    & Y2& Y2& Y2& Y2    Year One and Two follow the Letters and Sounds (DFE,Year One and Two follow the Letters and Sounds (DFE,Year One and Two follow the Letters and Sounds (DFE,Year One and Two follow the Letters and Sounds (DFE,    2007):2007):2007):2007):    

 

Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by the Department for 

Education and Skills in 2007. It aims to build children's speaking and listening 

skills in their own right as well as to prepare children for learning to read by 

developing their phonic knowledge and skills. It sets out a detailed and 

systematic programme for teaching phonic skills for children starting by the 

age of five, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by age seven. 

 

 

PHASE 1 

 

 

PHASE 2 

 

 

PHASE 3 

 

 

 

PHASE 4 

 

 

PHASE 5 

 

 

PHASE 6  

 

Children access the relevant phases in line with, and appropriate to their Children access the relevant phases in line with, and appropriate to their Children access the relevant phases in line with, and appropriate to their Children access the relevant phases in line with, and appropriate to their 

developing phonological knowledge.developing phonological knowledge.developing phonological knowledge.developing phonological knowledge.    

 

Teaching and Learning: 

Planning:  

The school follows the systematic approach laid out in Letters and Sounds (DfE 2007) which 

we have adapted to meet the requirements of the new National Curriculum. Staff complete 

weekly plans for phonics which ensure progression and effective, high quality teaching. 

Lessons:  

Discrete phonics lessons take place daily across F2 and Key Stage 1. They follow the 

structure of ‘Review, Teach, Practise, Apply’ to ensure that children are consolidating phonic 

knowledge and skills over time and that they are able to apply them in context. 

Consequently, wherever possible, links between phonics knowledge and understanding are 

made to learning in both Reading and Writing. These lessons proceed at pace and 



incorporate a wide range of practical and interactive activities to engage the children. These 

activities are carefully chosen to ensure that children develop their skills in aural 

discrimination and phonemic and rhyme awareness, blending and segmenting as well as 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence.  

Classes:  

Where possible, children are taught in small groups according to their phonic knowledge 

which is assessed by the class teacher.  

Resources:  

All teachers have a range of resources to use which are appropriate for the level at which 

the children are working. They include practical resources such as letter fans, interactive 

games, whiteboards, phonic cards etc. which should be used in lessons to create a point of 

resonance. These resources can be added to so that children are continually engaged with 

their learning. There should also be age and phase appropriate displays in both F2 and Key 

Stage 1 classrooms to support the teaching and application of phonics in Reading and 

Writing.  

Intervention:  

Children who still need extra support to develop their phonic knowledge across Key Stage 1 

and 2 are identified and targeted for intervention. There are a range of intervention 

strategies which the school uses and the most appropriate one is selected once a child’s 

needs have been assessed. 

Guided Reading Schemes in F2 and KS1: 

At Ladymount Catholic Primary School, all of our early reading books are colour/steps 

banded. 

You child will be given a colour/step band and will work in a small group with children of a 

similar reading ability. Every colour band includes books from a range of reading schemes so 

that they will experience a range of stories, text types and illustrations. We use a range of 

reading schemes at Ladymount as we have a wide selection of books for the children to 

enjoy which have been accumulated over time. 

Home Reading Books in F2 and KS1: 

Children will be given the opportunity to bring home two reading books a week from the 

colour band/step that they are reading at. Sometimes, children may be given a book from 

the band above as a challenge to encourage them to develop fluency and aim for the next 

level; children may also be given a book from the band below for the purposes of 

consolidation and reading for enjoyment.  On a weekly basis, children are able to take a 

library book home (of their choosing) to enjoy. This can be a free choice and not necessarily 

in keeping with the level they are reading at. 

Parents are kindly requested to fill in the yellow ‘Home Reading’ book and this will be 

acknowledged by the teacher on a weekly basis. 


